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Begum, Shupi

From: Stephen Chapman 
Sent: 13 June 2023 23:47
To: PLN - Comments
Cc: Robinson, Jessica
Subject: Barbican Podium Planning Application 22/01178/FULL and Listed Building Consent

Application 22/01179/LBC with revisions

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE CASE OFFICER JESSICA ROBINSON
YOUR REF:  22/01179/LBC; 22/01178/FULL

This e mail is from the Ben Jonson House Group Committee

We OBJECTED to the proposals in the original Planning Application 22/01178/FULL and Listed Building
Consent Application 22/01179/LBC on 16 February 2023.

While there have been some improvements (for example a reduction in amenity grass), we are sorry that
so few of our objections seem to have been considered and continue to OBJECT to the Applications in their
revised forms for the following reasons:

1.    We repeat all the points in our original OBJECTIONS both dated 16 February 2023 (except point 2
where there has been a slight reduction in amenity grass) namely the benches to the north side of Ben
Jonson House which are still there under bedroom windows, the play areas in front of Ben Jonson House
at both ends and the nature of the planting.

2.    As regards the bench seating to the north of the Building, all of it remains and is still concentrated
at the west end of Ben Jonson House under bedroom windows; there is none anywhere else under the
rear of the remainder of the House or under Breton House.  The Applications state that they are there as a
resting place for people coming up the ramp.  But as two out of the three are out of the way from the
ramp, they are very badly situated for that purpose. Their presence will also have the concomitent effect
of creating a large out of the way area that can be used (especially at night which would be disastrous for
residents) for Anti-Social Behaviour which has plagued Ben Jonson House for some years.

3.    We are very concerned at the proposed exercise areas (which have been increased in the
revisions).  These, together with the play areas along the length of the Podium (as is expressed to be the
intention of the Applications) will attract groups of often young people who can create a great deal of
noise and possibly Anti-Social Behaviour – potentially 24 hours a day as there is no way for the Podium to
be shut - unlike the local public parks.  Fast electric bicycles are also becoming a hazard and will be so if
used along the length of the Podium.  Also, with the acoustic features of the Barbican making noise
resonate very easily, the exercise areas and play areas could easily create a nightmare situation for
residents so far as noise and disturbance are concerned – not to say an unpleasant (and even threatening)
environment for those coming to appreciate the very significant cultural offerings of the Barbican and in
particular the Podium which at its best is an extremely nice place to relax – and should continue to provide
that facility.  Surely the Podium is not intended to be a gymnasium? There are many places nearby which
offer such amenities – and much more effectively.
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4.    Specifically, with the way the Applications have been drawn up, the west end of Ben Jonson House
will have to contend with the water feature (which will inevitably attract noise as has the existing water
feature), the double row seating round the water feature, the seating to the north of the Building, one of
the two exercise areas and the children’s play area – the full set.  This does not feel to be a fair sharing of
the obligations of the Applications.

For these reasons, we are OBJECTING to your proposals.

We hope very much that you and the Planners will continue to consider these points and make suitable
amendments so as not to prevent the Podium from being the extremely nice place to be that it has been
for the past many years.

All the above comments/objections relate to both the Planning Application 22/01178/FULL and Listed
Building Consent Application 22/01179/LBC.

Ben Jonson House Group Committee

Sent on behalf of the Committee by:
Stephen Chapman
Treasurer
304 Ben Jonson House
Barbican
London
EC2Y 8NQ
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